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A LETTER 
From the Second Church in Ipſwich, 
to their Separated Brethren, 


IN 


DEFEN CE of their deceaſed Paſtor 
and Themſelves, 
A G Al NS T 


The i injurious Gharges of the ſaid ſeparated dae 8 
in a late Print of Theirs. 


B * 


Giving a more juſt and true Account of the Things that avid the. 
Separation, and eſpecially by reminding them of ſome very eſſential 
"Things, which they ſeem to have forgotten, 


TO WHICH 


Is prefixed a ſhort Leiter of the late Rev. Mr. PrcxzrInG's juſt before 
his laſt Sickneſs; and at the Cloſe is annexed the RESULT of an 
0p aflical Council upon the Caſe. 
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Eph. 4. 25. Wherefore pulting away Lying, ſpeak every Man Truth with 
bis Neighbour. —— 


* 8. 44. D that we do know, and teflify that we have ſean, 
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B 0 8 7 O N: N. E. printed and Sold by 5. Knteland and 7. 
Green, in ——— 1748. 


The late Reverend Mr. P1cxtrInNG's Letter 10 the ſeparated Brethren, 
who ſigned ihe Plain Narrative; written juſt before bis laſt Sickneſs, 
which prevented the Execution of his Purpoſe therein mentioned. 


To Meſſieurs William Giddinge, Robert Choate, James Eveleth, Thomas 


Choate, Francis Choate, Solomon Andrews, Daniel Giddinge, Daniel 


Low, Thomas Choate, Jun. Joſeph Perkins, Jun. John Martin, 
Thomas Jones, and Thomas B 
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think it very exceptionable, and wonder, that you ſhould affix to your 


Title that Text (Prov. 18. 17.) For of a Truth you are tobe looked upon 


as occupying the Place of him that is firſt in his own Cauſe ; and as you 
have told yourStory,in Manner, as you have done, you may expect that I ſhall. 
come and ſearch you, if the LORD will. And I ſball think fit to adver- 


tiſe the Publick of my Intention, by. publiſhing of this Letter, te the End 


your Readers may ſuſpend their Judgment, until they have alſo had ſome 


Account of the Matter from me, who am 


your rightful Paſtor, 


Theophilus Pickering. 


Iofwich, October 6. 1747. 
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5 
The pretended Plain Narrative con— 
victed of Fraud and Fartiality &c. 


In a Letter to the ſeparated Brethren 
, Is Chebacco. 


BRETHREN, 


E find you, near the Beginning of your printed Narrative, 
premiſing and offering ſome Propoſitions to the Conſide- 
ration of your Readers, which you doubtleſs tho't would 
Tay an advantagious Foundation, whereon to build your 

own intended Self-Defence,as well as yourAccuſation and Condemnation 

Þ of us; tho' how they are available to your Cauſe, or in the leaſt applica- 

17 ble in the Controverſy ſubſiſting between us, when once the Story of it 
1 ſhall be reſcued from your Miſrepreſentations, we do not ſee. And there- 

16 fore tho' we have many juſt Exceptions againſt your ſaid Principles, eſpe- 

1 cially as giving a defective, debaſing Accounts of Church-Covenants, as 

if they were only between two human Parties, excluſive of the Majeſty 

of Heaven, whom we always tho't a Party in theſe Tranſactions, and 
moreover as laying an unhappy Foundation of Encouragement to factious 
and licentious Perſons to trifle with ſo ſacred a Thing as a Church-Cove- 
nant, as if Men might play faſt and looſe with it, according to their va- 
riable Humours and wicked Luſts; and this by affirming a Church 

Covenant to be virtually diſſolved by the Church's Neglect, without re- 

ſtraining this Neglect, at all, in Reſpect of Degree, or other Importance 

of the Caſes in which the Church is guilty of it, and without providing 
any Hearing, Judgment, or Advice to be had upon ſuch ſuppoſed Neg- 
lect; but any diſcontented Member having it in his ownBreaſt(according 

to you) to judge of the Truth of Facts, from which his Diſcontent a- 

riſeth, and alſo of the Nature and Merit of them: tho', we ſay, we have 

much to alledge againſt your Principles, as unſound, and deſtruct ive of 

Order, Peace, and Charity, yet we chule to let them pals, and permit 

as you 
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you to make what Uſe of them againſt us, you think you are able, 


being confident that tho? ourPaſtor and Church have been guilty of many 


Failures, in Point of Duty, yet you will not be able to faſten any Thing 
upon us, that ought to be looked upon as diſſolving our Covenant, and 


forſeiting our Right in and over our Members. And now we hope, you 


will not take it amiſs, if we alſo in order to our wiping off the unjuſt 
Reproaches, which you have caſt upon our Church and its late Paſtor, do 
on our Part premiſe, and offer to your ſeriousConſideration, a few Thipgs, 


which we hope on Trial will be found more indiſputably true in them- 


ſelves, as well as more obviouſly applicable in the Cafe between us, than 
your preliminary Propoſitions appear to be. They are ſuch as follow : 


1. When any Perſon or Perſons are giving a Narrative, much more 
when one of the Parties in a Controverſy is giving a Narrative to the 
World of the Things that have happened during theCourſe of thatCon- 
troverſy, in Way of Appeal to the Reader's Judgment, theNarrator ought 


to relate the whole Truth ; 1. e. every material Tranſaction, or all ſuch 
Things on which a Judgment of the Cauſe may well be ſuppoſed to de- 
pend,that fall within the compaſs of Time, to which his Narrative extends. 


2, If the Narrator omits any ſuch material Tranſactions, of which 'tis 
evident he could not he ignorant, and much more if the Omiſſion be 


chiefly of ſuch Things as, if related, would have; weak' ned the Intereſt 
of his own Party, and ſerved that of the oppoſite ; ſuch Narrator thereby 


juſtly incurs the imputation of Unfaitbfulneſs : and moreover, his thus 


fecreting or paſſing over ſuch material Things belonging to the Hiſtory 
of the Controverſy, makes him juſtly to forfeit his Character, as aNarrator, 


and calls into Queſtion the Tru/b of his whole Story, unleſs in Facts 


which are found confirmed by other Teſtimonies. And then, 


3. The Cauſe that needs fo fallacious diſhoneſt Methods to ſupport it, | 


can't in Reaſon be thought to be very good. Juſtice and Truth are fo 
of Kin, and connected one with another, that they cannot be ſeparated : 


Hence the former needs noHelp, but from the latter, to relate its Story, 
and plead its Cauſe.-Theſe few Propoſitions are eternal Truths, that need 


no Proof; and ſo we will leave them ſtanding on their own Bottom. 
And of what Uſe or Application they are in and to our Cauſe, will 
perhaps appear in the Sequel. 855 


In your Prologue you ſeem to find much Fault with the Reverend Mr. 


Pickering, * becaufe he publiſhed a Narrative of the Ordination of Mr. 
ohn Cleaveland over a new gathered Church in Jpſwicb, conſiſting 


© chiefly of aggrieved Brethren, heretofore Members of his Church, 


« without exhibiting what paſſed previous to this Event.” To which 


we reply, that why our late Paſtor in his ſaid Narrative confined himſelf 


to 


© ou © 
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to the Tranſactions that attended the Time of the pretendedOrdination, 
and did not look back to former Times and Facts, we ſhall not take 
upon us to determine. Were he now living, we doubt not, he could 
give a ſatisfactory Account of it: perhaps he tho't (as well he might) 
your Ordination ſo extraordinary and unaccountable a Thing, as no An- 


tecedents whatſoever could juſtify, and that if thoſe previous Things you 


ſpeak of, were exhibited, they would ſerve only to blacken the Acti:n 


the more (as we believe, fairly and fully related they do) and therefore 
that the not exhibiting them could do you no Injuſtice, Add hereto, 
we know he had ſome Expectation, that you would write ſumething, as 
you have done, and that poſſibly a farther Account of Matters relating 
to the Controverſy, would be neceſſary for him to give in Anſwer to you; 
and this he intended, as ſoon as he ſaw yourNarrative ; as appears from 


the ſhort Letter of his, which we have prefixed hereto. 


However, let Mr. Pickering's Reaſons for not exhibiting thoſe previous 


Things be what they will, and let his Judgment and Deſign in it be 


commended or condemned; ſo far as his Narrative extends, we know 
nothing but that he has given an impartial Account of Things: we don't 
hear that any one accuſes him of affirming falſe Matters of Fact, or con- 
cealing any material Truths, Your own plain Narrative arraign'd his 
Narrative in that Reſpect; but we believe, that be fore we have done, the 
Reader will judge that the like laudable Faithfulneſs and Impartiality are 
not to be found in your Piece. We ſhall perhaps mention ſome Inſtan- 
ces of your Deficiency and Partiality, the rectifying whereof may ſet 
quite another Face upon the Controverſy, than you have done. 

But before we go any further, we would take Notice, that you expect 
great Advantages to your Cauſe from your exhibiting to the World the 


Things. which preceeded (and as you lay,cauſea) the Separation. Here- 


% upon (ſay you) the judicious and, impartial will not think quite ſo ill 


of us, asMr. Pickering would have them; and all will be better able to 


* judge of che Effect, when they know theCar/e that produced it, &c. 


Truly, Brethren, had your Plain Narrative given ſo full and faithful an 


Exhibition of thoſe previous Things, as it ought to have done, we believe, 
it would not have exalted you much in the Opinion of the judicious and 
impartial, and in ſuch a Caſe we ſhould not have thought it a great Ven- 
ture, to leave that, and the Cauſe before them, without any Reply. But 
as to the principal Cauſes of the Separation in Chebacco, he who looks 
fothem out of your own Hearts, will, we are fully perſwaded, look in 
the wrong Place. Jam. 1. 14. But every Man is tempted, when be is 
drawn away of bis own Luſts and enticed, eee 


You 


we ſay, that when we hav | 
Deficiencies of your Narrative, then let the judicious and impartial de- 
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Tou ſoon after go on, and ſay, It will alſo appear by thisNarrative 
* what Churches beſt anſwered the Chriſtian Character, thoſe that ſat the 


% Spefators of our Diviſions afd Diſtreſſes, or thoſe that appeared for 
« our Relief in the Manner 


rectify'd the Miſtakes, and ſupply'd the 
cide, if they pleaſe, how far thoſe Churches which ordained Mr. Cleave- 


land, anſwered the Chriſtian Character, in that Action of theirs. But 


why ſuch a Slur obliquely thrown upon all other Churches! And what 
Grounds have you to inſinuate, as if the other Churches ſat ſtill, and look'd 


on without Pity ? Did not nine Churches from the Neighbourhood move 
to your Help in Way of Council, and wait upon you with much Long- 


ſuffering for an Opportunity of adminiſtring their Aſſiſtance; finding 


it no very eaſy Thing to have Acceſs to you, and obtain Communion with 


you ? Or is the Help of thoſe nine Churches in Council to be held for 


nothing, becauſe they came in a Way of Order, as our Platform of 


Church-Diſcipline directs, in Caſe of want of Light and Peace; and 


not in that extrajudicial Way, which you ſeem ſo fond of? Or will 


youAnſwer, That their Help came zoo late? © As we were before this 


©« embodied into a Church-State and Covenant, by our ſelves, we had not 


<« the leaſt Thought of returning.“ (Page 13th of your Narrative.) 
But to this we reply, That the nine Churches came chearfully to your 
Aid, not knowing that you were thus embodied ; much leſs did they know, 
that this raſh Action of yours was ſetled & confirmed by the unalterable 
Law of the Medes and Perſians. Had they known what you had done, 
there had been Reaſon for them to hope, that God might give you a bet- 
ter Apprehenſion and Senſe of your Duty, and diſpoſed you to reconſider 


your Act. But had thoſe nine Churches come in with their Judgment 
much ſooner, yet ſince their Judgment of Things did not coincide with yours, 


but in many Things blam'd and reprov'd your Conduct, there's noDoubt 
to be made, but you would have ſet down their Help for Nothing, if not 
worſe than Nothing; they had better have ſat fill, than have meddled 
with your Affairs, unleſs more to your Mind. Oh the Corruption of 
human Nature! The Power and Impetuoſity of the depraved Appe- 
tire | Nothing may oppoſe or contradict it in the leaſt ! If the wiſeſt Ad- 
vice fails to agree with Men's Luſts, it is rejected with Scorn; and he 
becomes an Enemy, who tells an ungrateful Truib. 


Well, Brethren, did the zhird Church in Ipſcich ſit ſtill, an idle Spec- 
tator of your Difficulties and Diſtreſles ? Your ſelves acknowledge, that 
the Paſtor of that Church (upon your Application) firſt alone, and then 


with two other neighbouring Paſtors, waited on Mr. Pickering; and __ 
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him complained of.” In Anſwer hereto 
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deſired to /it ſtil] for the future. 
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wards the ſaid Paſtor with his Church wrote a Letter, which, we as well 
as you remember, was read to our Church. Tea, you own, that the 
« ſaid tbird Church, ſeeing that nothing was brought to pals, to purpoſe, 


& came Auguf 1745, and blamed the Church for their Neglect, adviſed 
© to join in Council, and fo left us.“ P.Narrat. Page 11. --- Indeed 
(Brethren) inſtead of, and ſo left us, it had been more truly ſaid by you, 


and we left them, or diſmiſſed them from any further Service to ourCauſe, 


For upon the enſuing Accommodation, which you ſpeak of, our Church 
(and you were with us therein) voted a Leiter, which was ſent to the ſaid 


third Church, © certifying them, that our late Differences were amicably 


<« iſſued.” Thus that Church was fairly diſmiſſed, and conſtructively 


But indeed you had diſmiſſed them, far more diſhonourably than ſo, 
before this; even when you refuſed their Advice: For you may remem- 


ber, that in the Letter, wherein you ſay, that Church blamed our Negli- 
gence, they alſo ſtrenuouily adviſed to an eccleſiaſtical Council, and urged 
that we ſhould offer you the Liberty of chuſing Half ſaid Council, and that 


you ſhould embrace the Offer. With which Advice our Church punc- 


tually complied ; but you the Aggriev'd, 1. e. your main Body, or Ma- 
jority, finally refuſed it. For of twenty: ſix, that ſign'd the Remonſtrance 
of March 1744, twelve only would be perſwaded to accept the offer. 


And you will permit us to ſay, that this Refuſal of your's (for the Ac- 


ce ptance of a minor Part only cannot be called the Acceptance of the 
- Body) is an Event of ſo great Importance, that it ought to have found a 
Place in yourPlainNarraiive: and your totalOmiſſion of it ſhews aDeſign 


to impole upon your Readers; or at leaſt is ſuch a Piece of Partiality,or 


Favour to your ſelves, as juſtly denominates your Narrative falſe and un- 
faithful, and gives Ground to call the whole of it intoQueſtion.---But this 
map ſuffice to wipe off your injurious Reflection upon the neighbouring 


Churches, as ſitting. unconcernedSpeRators of your Diviſions & Diſtreſſes. 


It ſeems upon the whole, that you account none your Helpers, but ſuch as 


iatirely fall in wich your extravagant Schemes, and yield to your corrupt 
Inclinations. It ſcems, no Churches, but thoſe that aſſiſted in your Ordina- 


tion, offered you any Aſſiſtance at all, or once appeared for your Help; all 
others ſai ſtill! And indeed, we have all Reaſon to think, thoſe Hhe/ping 
Churches would have ſat as ſtill as others, had they been left to them- 


ſelves, and had not the ſharpeſt Spurs been made uſe of, to put them into 


Motion. And reſpecting one of thoſe, we have Reaſon to think, that 
2 great Part of her Members already wiſh they had ſat ill, at the Time 
of Action, and not made Work for Repentance by what they did. 
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We now proceed to conſider what Uſe you make of your preliminary 
Propoſitions ©* by a relation of Fats, and by anſwering a fewDueſtions® 
or rather OzjeFions, as you after call them. You begin your Relation of 
Matters of Fact by taking Notice of a late Revival of Religion in many 
Parts of the Land. Upon which Head we will have no Controverſy 
with you; as verily believing it to be Fact, that there has been ſuch a 


- gracious Revival. But then we would obſerve alſo, that the moſt zea- 
lous Friends of that Revival, who have any Judgment and Conſcience 


with their Zeal, readily own theſe two Things, viz. 
Firſt, That the gracious Work turns out much narrower in its Extent, 
2. e. much fewer now appear ſound Converts, than they themſelves once 


hoped: many there were that became Believers in Word and in Tongue; 
but few comparatively that were ſo indeed and in Truth. 


Secondly, That the Evil Spirit wrought at that Time, as well as the 
good Spirit. The god of this World was ſuffer'd to ſcatter the Anti- 
nomian Poiſon, with many other filthy Errors up and down, among 
ſuch as had more of Heat than Light and Caution in them. Every one 
almoſt knows alſo, that the Time was come when many would not endure 


| found Doctrine; but after their own Luſts heaped to themſelves Teachers, 


having itching Ears, Few are ignorant, what Reviling, 'and running 
down the Characters of ſome of the beſt of Chriſt's Miniſters, as blind, 
dead, legal, unconverted, &c. And what bold & groundleſs Cenſurings 
of ſome of the beſt of Chriſtians, have been found among thoſe that have 
made a very ſpecious and glittering Shew in the Jate Times ; and what 
unſcriptural, unwarrantable Separations have been made in diversParts of 


our Land, from ſome of the beſt Paſtors and Churches: --- But we will 


not go into a more particular Detail of theſe impure Mixtures,attending 
the good Work; leſt you ſhould tax us of diſparaging & blackening the 
Whole ; which, by the Way, has been a Calumny too often thrown out 
againſt thoſe that would diſtinguiſh between the Good and the Evil. 

We take Notice, Brethren, that you very chearfully aſſume to your- 
ſelves a large Part of the good and /audable Things of the Day: and God 
forbid, we ſhould utterly deny you any Part or Lot in them ; but never- 
theleſs, we will take the Freedom to tell you, we believe, it is not among 


the Separatiſts, that the real gracious Work of God has ordinarily been 
found prevailing ; tho' there may have been particular Inſtances of it.--- 
And here, we can't help tranſcribing one remarkable Paſſage, among 
others, to our Purpoſe, from the Character of that excellent Perſon, the 


late Rev. Mr. Davip BRAINxERD (Miſſionary to the Indians, from the 
Honourable Society in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
and Paſtor of a Church of Chriſtian Indians, the happy Fruit of his Mi- 

© niſtry) 
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niſtry) as it is given by the Rev. Mr. Eowar vs of Northampton, in his 

Funeral Sermon (Pag. 30.) He abominated the Spirit and Practice of 

6 the Generality of the SEPARATISTS in the Land. I heard him fay, 

© once and again, that he had been mach with this Kind of People, 

& and was acquainted with many of them in various Parts: and that by 

&« this Acquaintance, he knew that what was chiefly and moſt generally in 

< repute amongſt them, as the Power of Godlineſs,was intirely a different 

« Thing from that vital Piety recommended in the Scripture, and had 
* motbing-in it of that Nature.” _——— But further, whatever Share you 

may have had in the good and laudable Things of the Day, we find, you 

'*® have not taken Shame to your ſelves on Account of any of the evil and 

_ wnjuſtifiable Things, which yet we believe you ought in Truth and Juſtice 

to have done, as ſuch Things have been found among you, even among 

you. Yet, as righteous and pure in your own Eyes, you go on to heap 

Reproach on our deceaſed Paſtor, taxing him with many and greatNeg- 

Jes of Duty, yea, with injurious Behaviour towards the Subjects of the 

late religious Operations, „„ 5 
Brethren, you muſt not be offended if we ſay, That conſidering you 

his Accuſers are a Party in thisControverſy, and under ſtrongTemptatios 

to do your utmoſt by any Means, to make your own Cauſe good, we 

cannot look upon your Teſtimony to be of ſuch Validity, as you may ex- 

* pect perhaps; neither have you in your Narrative diſcovered that In- 
partiality in relating Truths, that made againſt you, as we might have 

juſtly expected from Chriſtian Narrators; and therefore, according to 

our ſecond Preliminary, you muſt not expect an implicit Faith, or abſo- 

lute Aſſent to all you have here alledged againſt our Rev. Paſter : And 

yet ſince the venerable Council of nine Churches ſaw Cauſe to blame his 

Conduct towards the Subjects of the religious Commotions, as may now 

=. fully be ſeen in their Reſult hereto annexed ; we are willing to ſubmit to 
their Judgment, and admit a Jealouſy that he might miſtake. But we 
take Liberty to ſay withal, That if our late Paſtor was in any Meaſure 
miſtaken in the Work of the late Day, and did not manifeſt ſo high an 
Opinion of ſome of you, who call'd your ſelves the Swhjefs of it, we 
think, it is partly to be charged on you, who mingled ſo many Things 
of a contrary Aſpect, as to darken and diſguiſe the Work, that ir could 
ſcarcely be ſeen and known what it was, and fo you let your Good be evi! 

ſpoken of; which you may ſee caution'd againſt, Rom. 14. 16. 

Indeed, as to what you obſerve of © his allowing you to have occaſional 
Preaching from o/bers,for wo or three Months,” we believe, it was an in- 
cautious Piece of Condeſcenſion in him, which ſerved rather to let in Evil 
than Good, into this Pariſh, as it has done in many other Placgg,---And 
B 2 with 
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with Regard to your Accuſation brought againſt him as refuſing to 
encourage ſome private Societies for divine Worſhip, you know, that the 
venerable Council have clear'd him of all Blame upon that Account. And 
in Truth we muſt ſay, ſome of your private Meetings (in our Apprehen- 


ſion) have rather been Nurſeries of Diſcontent, Diſſention, & Confuſion, 
than of pure and undefiled Religion; and, as ſuch, ought to have been 


diſcountenanced, rather than encouraged. --- And that our late Paftor 
e treated both the Operation and theSubjecs of them with a generalôligb 


and Contempt, is an Accuſation, that you will never be able to prove; 


to be ſure, we ſhall not haftily believe 1 it. In particular, that ** he once 
ſaid, you were led by a devilifh Spirit, is, we verily believe, wrongfully 


charged upon him: Nor will any uoprejudic'd Perſon, who was acquaint- 


ed with him, and had obſetv'd how diſtant he was from ſo intemperate 
a Way of ſpeaking, believe it of him. But, Brethren, whilſt you-were 
gathering up Mr. Pickering's unadviſed Words againſt you, we think, 
it would have been but acting the fair and ingenuous Part, to have re- 


membred and ſet down ſome of your own raſh and hard Speeches againſt 


him. For hath our deceaſed Paſtor never been call'd Dog, Wolf Sc. 
by ſome of you, and that in your very Prayers s And if ſo, we think, you 


' might either for Shame have conceal'd bis harſh Speeches, and bury'd 


them in Oblivion, or elſe have ſet your own over againſt them in Way of 
Ballance. 

You goon, and ſay, « This Carriage, together with * old Way o of 
Preaching (which was now become very «n/avoury to us) cauſed great 
Unealineſs,”--- But we beſeech you, what was the Fault of this his old 
Way of Preaching ? His old and conſtant Way of Preaching was /a- 
voury, and we hope profitable too, to many of us. We have Souls to 
ſave, Brethren, as well as you; and we hope are ſolicitous for their Sal- 
vation, and evermore tho't our ſelves call'd of God to prize and make 


uſe of the Means, i. e. eſpecially the Miniſtry of the Word, which God 


had given us. We ſearched the Scriptures,and found our Paſtor's Preach- 


ing according to the Law and the Teſtimony : and therefore knew, that 


our not embracing it would be our Condemnation, And it was no {mall 
Satisfaction to us, that more knowing, as well as more indifferent un- 
bias'd Judges than you are, i. e. the late eccleſiaſtical Council, have de- 
clar'd in Favour of this bis old Way of Preaching, and vindicated it from 
the Contempt you had caſt upon it ; for which we refer you to a Para- 
graph in their Reſult. ThisCouncil having accordingly heard {mean- 
* ing, heard repeated on this Occaſion] a Number of ſaid Paſtor's Ser- 
% mont. have not been able to diſcern any ſuch Defe#ts in ſaid Paſtor's 
a Diſcourſes, RN as might give ſufficient Ground for the above Accuſa- 


tions 
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« tions: But, on the contrary, were pleaſed to hear no ſmall Number of 
te the Doctrines of Grace handled (to our Apprehrnſion) in a judicious 
«© Manner, profitably for the uſe of edifying Souls, in whom there is the 
&« Love of the Truth.” 995 e tte 
We verily believe, Brethren, that if inſtead of his old Way of Preaching, 
you had ſaid, our old Way of Hearing (i. e. with deep & ſtrong Prejudices 
upon our Minds againſt the Preacher, our hearing the Word as the 
Mord of Man, not of God, and regarding the Manner of Preaching, more 
than the Matters preached) you had ſpoken more agreably to Truth, and 
acted-a more upright Fart, 7 | 8 
However, This his Carriage, together with his old Way of Preaching, 
caus'd ſuch Uneaſineſs in you, at Length, as to produce a Paper, exhibi- 
ting to him fourteen Articles of Grievance, reſpecting his Preaching and 
Practice, ſign'd by twenty-ſix of the Church, March 12. 1744. and, 
ſome Time after, another Paper of Complainis in eight Particulars.— 
Both which are to be ſeen in the Council's Reſult, hereto annexed. And 
concerning them we now only ſay theſe two Things. Firſt, We believe 
any Perſon of Underſtanding, that views them, will be of Opinion, that 
you wete reſolved to multiply your Grievances, to the uttermoſt; ſince 

between divers of your Particulars there. is really 10 Difinfion, however 
you make a Shew of it by varying the Phraſe, You ſeem to have been 
reſolved to muſter up a Multitude of Accuſations and Complaints againſt 
the Paſtor, whether there was any Foundation in Truth for them, or not. 
And Secondly, it will eaſily be obſerved by ſuch as read the Council's Re- 
ſult, that their Opinion was, that you had ſmall Grounds for your great 
Uneaſineſs and noiſy Accuſations : That Reſult clearing our Paſtor of moſt 
of the Charges you laid in againſt him: More eſpecially thoſe reſpecting 
his publick Adminiſtration of the Word (on which you ſeem'd to put a 
mighty Streſs) turning out much to his Honour; as falle Accuſations very 
often do, from the over-ruling Providence of that righteous GOD, who 
judgeth in the Earth. i. 

As to the Controverſial Letters, inſerted in your Narrative, as what 
paſſed between our Paſtor and you, we have a few Things to offer. 
Firſt, We juſtify his Refuſal to treat with you, otherwiſe than byWriting, ; 
and whoſoever knows you, ſo well as he did, and as we do, what a Fa- 
cully you have had not only to be critical, but thro' Diſaffection to 
torture and wreſt, or at leaſt miſapprehend his Words, will (we think) 
commend his Prudence, in that he did not ſee Cauſe to truſt to the Fide- 
ity and Friendſhip of your Ears. Secondly, Whereas you ſeem much 
offended that your exhibited Papers of Charges and Complaints had not 
ſo full an Hearing, and Deciſion by the Church, as you think was owing . 
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to you; as alſo that your Motion for © a joint Council to be called in, 
„ mutually and equally choſen between us, to hear and determine on the 
c Matters of Offence,” &c. was not immediately complied with: We 


would be cautious and modeſt in our Reply, out of Deference to the vene- 


rable Council, who in their above mentioned Reſult have declared ourPaſtor 
Blameable upon theſe Accounts. But ſuppoſing the Paſtor and Church 
too were blame · worthy on theſe Accounts, yet we hope we can offer what 


may ſerve at leaſt to leſſen our Guilt. And 


Firſt, As to not deciding, or giving Judgment, Firſt, The Church was ſeve- 
ral Times convened on your Affairs, & your Papers all read; but truly your 
Speech and Behaviour were ſo noi and ungovernable, as to diſturb all 
ſober Debate. This, we are Witneſſes of, and our Paſtor often com- 
plain'd of it. Secondly, Tho' you exhibited Papers of Grievance to the 


Church againſt the Paſtor, yet you never laid any Evidence before us, to 


ſupport your Complaints, notwithſtanding this was ſometimes demanded 
of you: And it ſeem'd unreaſonable to us, to be call'd upon to decide, or 
giveJudgment between our Paſtor and you, when we had heard nothing 


before us but unprov' d Accuſations. AndThirdhy,theChurch being, accord- 


ing to your own Repreſentation, nearly ſplit into Halves, reſpecting our 
Controverſy; the Paſtor and we alſo juſtly apprehended ourſelves in too 
feeble and broken a State to decide or give Judgment; the Majority, on 
which Side ſoever it ſhould fall, muſt be ſo /;it/z, that it could not he 
expected to have any great Weight. In this Caſe, all that the Paſtor 
and Church could have done to any Purpoſe, or with any Proſpect of 
Succeſs, was, to call a Council, as you have ſaid. And this brings us, 
Secondly, To offer ſomething in Way of Excuſe, as well as we may, 
why your Propoſal for a joint Council &c. was not more ſpeedily com- 
plied with. And here we freely confeſs, that we wiſh our Cauſe were 
more defenſible in this Part of it. However, we have it to plead, 


Our Paſtor, as you know, apprehended, that by your irregular Withdraw- 


ment from the Church's Adminiſtrations, you had forfeited your Right 
of complaining to the Church, and of being heard by it, or by a Council: 
and this his Apprehenſion might very probably have its Influence on him 


fa refuſing you a Council, until further Light occaſioned him to alter his 


Meaſures, Alſo we know very well, that notwithſtanding your fre- 
quent and earneſt Applications for a Council to hear and adviſe in our 


Controverfy, our Paſtor often expreſſed his Suſpicion, that you would 
not be found unfeigned and abiding in your Deſires, nor would eaſily 
be perſwaded to venture your Cauſe in the Hands of any Judges, beſides 
our ſelves, unleſs you could obtain ſuch whoſe Judgment you were well 


And indeed, you have ſuffici- 


aigh ſure would jump with your own. 
ently 


E 


ently convinced us, that our Paſtor's Suſpicion of your Integrity & Con- 
ſtancy was not groundleſs, by your refuſing bis offer in March 1744,5, 
and the Church's offer in October 1745. He often ſaid, he would freely 
leave his Affairs to the View of a Council; and ſhould count it a Happi- 
neſs, if he might have ſuch an Opportunity, being confident of theGood- 
neſs of hisCauſe,as to the main of it: and that ſo ſoon as he could have 
you faſt bound, ſo as not to be able to recede from your Pretenſions, he 
would join with you.--- This was doubtleſs anotherOccaſion of his Delay. 
But, Brethren, in our preſent View of the Caſe, we much doubt the Va- 
| lidity of theſe Apprehenſions, to juſtify the Conduct of our late Paſtor in 
not ſooner calling in the Help of a Council, or to excuſe the Church from 
Blame, in that they did not adviſe him to it: We are now ſorry, it was 
neglected. ne pn ret ODT En ¾ ù Ta 5 

However, we ſhould be unjuſt to our ſelves, if we did not add here; 
that on March the 18th 1744, 5. an Offer of a mutual Council was made 
you by our Paſtor, and you refuſed it, i. e. unleſs the Church ſhould firſt 
« expreſs their Minds, or give their Opinion, on the Matters of Diffe- 
* rence ſubſiſting here,” in a Paper preſented the ſame Day, and ſigned. 
by eleven of you. The Paper from our Paſtor, which brought the Offer 
of a mutual Council, you find great Fault with, partly becauſe of it's 
Lengthineſs. By a long Paper propos'd to join in Council,” This 
is an Objection of little Weight, and yet we cannot help ſaying,that upon 
re viewing this long Paper in Mr. Pickering's own Hand, we find it but 
a Page in Quarto, and are perſwaded it might be tranſcribed in anOZFavs 
Page. You allo fault this Offer in Part as containing ſome particular 
Terms, which are unreaſonable : But if our Readers could know as well 
as we do, what Reaſon our Paſtor had to think, that in your Choice of 
Churches for the Council you would go to the utmoſt Bounds of Liberty, 
to procure ſuch whoſe Paſtors had been the very Patrons of your Diſſa- 
Ta and Diſguſt, we are ſure they would wonder at nothing in the 

erms. 

But then let the Paſtor and Church have been ever ſo much to Blame 
in the former Times of the Controverſy, in denying, or rather delaying 
the calling in a Council, according to your Propoſal, nevertheleſs at length 
they fully and unexceptionably complied ; i. e. when the third Church 
in Ipſwich had by their Paſtor and Delegates been upon the Spot, and 
(after hearing the State of the Caſe) adviſed to it : Bur now you the Ag- 
grieved, i e. the Majority of you ( fourteen out of twenty fix) finally re- 
fuſed the Offer: as we are able to prove, by a Multitude of living Wit- 
neſſes, as well as by Mr, Pickering's Records now in our Hands, it any 
ſhould preſume to deny It, Now, Brethren, hear the Words of our 


Saviour, 
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Saviour, and attend to the juſt Application of them in this Caſe. Math. 
21. 28,---31. A cerlain Man had two Sons, and he came to the firſt, and 
ſaid, Son, go work to Day in my Vineyard : And be anſwered, and ſaid, I 
will not; but afterward he repented, and went. And he came to the ſecond, 
and ſaid likewiſe : And be anſwered and ſaid, I go, Sir; and went not. 


Whether of them twain did the Will of bis Father ® They ſay unto bim,The 
Jirſt. So, You the aggrieved Brethren come Time after Time, and de- 
mand of the Church, That you may have a joint Council call'd in, to 


hear and adviſe upon the controverſial Matters between the Paſtor and 
you. 


to call a Council; yet ſoon after, having better conſider'd the Matter, 


and being better adviſed, they act the Part of the elder Son; and accord- 


ingly invite you to join in calling ſuch à Council as you had defired : 
But then you that had ſaid, We would have aCouncil, at laſt to all Men's 


Surprize lay, Nay.--- Now, Brethren, }hether of us Twain may be tho't 


moſt willing to leave our Cauſe to the Judgment of others, and who 
have acted the moſt reaſonable complying Part ? --- And yet, Brethren, 
your Narrative takes no Notice of this moſt eſſential Thing, ſo neceſſary 


to the underſtanding where the Blame of neglecting, yea, of rejecting Ad- 


vice and Counſel] under our Difficulties chiefly lies: by which Omiſſion 


(which we fear muſt be with Deſign) we think you have juftly forfeited 


your Right to be credited, as not relating the whole Truth : you doubt- 


leſs thought, a Part of theTruth would ſerve your Cauſe better than the 
hole. | 


But, Brethren, we heartily wiſh, that Omiſſions were all we have to 
complain of in your Narrative, or that you had gone no farther than to 


ſecrete an eſſential Part of the Truth: We are ſorry to ſay, that you have 


aſſerted what we think our ſelves able to prove contrary to Truth. In 


Page 11th of your Narrative we find theſe Words, Hereupon, when 
the ſaid third Church of Ipſich ſaw that nothing was brought to paſs 


„ to Purpoſe, came Auguſt 1745, and blamed the Church for theirNeg- 
“ le&, adviſed to join in Council, and ſo left us: Agteable to this Ad- 
vice we proceeded to nominate ſome Churches, and eight were agreed 
„ pon.“ Now we deſire to know, to whom,to what Perſons, your Pro- 
noun we relates? Muſt not the Reference be reaſonably ſuppoſed to be 
to thoſe Wenty fix aggrieved remonſtrating Members, of which you had 
made mention Page 5th ? where you ſay, W᷑We exhibited a Paper to him, con- 
«* taining fourteen Articles of Grievance,“ &c. And if theſe twenty /ix 


are intended by (or included in) the Ve here, then with what Conſcience 


OY 


can you ſay of yourſelves, © Agreable to this Advice we proceeded to 
nominate ſoameChurches,”” when truly but zwelve of you conſented ?: Can 


The Church for ſome Time ſay, No, we think not fit at preſent. 
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you that make ſuch high Pretenſions in Religion, even to the deſpi/ing 
and ſetting at nought your Brethren, diſpenſe with ſo notorious an Un- 
iruth, which many Heathen, and others that have fcarce any Fear of 
God before their Eyes, would bluſh at? It is but Juſtice, to let the 
World know, who they were, namely John Martin, David Low, Eleazer 


Craft, Solomon Andrews, Thomas Jones, Thomas Burnam, Caleb Burnam, 
Thomas Giddinge, William Allen, Solomon Giddinge, Jun. Thomas Choate, 


Jun, and Jacob Perkins, Jun. that conſented to the propoſed Council: 
Theſe, and none others. And it is further to be noted here, that the 
above- named twelve Brethren made not the leaſt Pretenſion to be a Com- 
- mittee of the aggrievedBrethren, or to have any Power to act for theBody ; 
but acted for themſelves only, in a private Capacity, All this, Brethren, 


you know to be Fact, and that it can eaſily be proved. 


And now, if any diſcerning Perſon ſhould peruſe this our Relation of 


Facts, and obſerve here a Number of Church- Members firſt accuſing 
their Paſtor to the Church : And becauſe the Church do not preſently 


decide and paſsJudgment, then demanding over and over, That if the 


* Church may not judge between us, a joint Council might be called in, 


$* mutually and equally choſen between us, to hear and determine on 


© the Matters of Offence we have laid before you:“ And moreover, 
becauſe this is not preſently granted, filling the whole Neighbourhood 
with loud Out-cries of Wrong done them, in denying them a Hearing 
be fore indifferent Judges, and ſtirring up a neighbouring Church to come 
and admoniſh us for neglecting the Methods of Light & Peace, becauſe 
we did not immediately convene a Council according to their Deſire: If 


any Perſon of Judgment, we ſay, ſhould lay all this together, and withal 


obſerve further, the Conduct of the ſame Complainants, a fewMonths after, 
viz. That when inConſequence of the Advice of the ſaid Churcb, which the 
aggriev'd Brethren had procured to intereſt it ſelf in our Affairs, an Offer 
of juſt ſuch a Council, as had been demanded by theſe aggrieved Bre- 
thren, is made them by the Paſtor andChurch, it is now refuſed, by the 
majority of the aggrieved Body ; --- Can any judicious Obſerver, upon 
the whole, help making ſome ſuch Reflections on the Caſe, as theſe. 
which follow ? „ £5 

1. That it is much to be ſuſpected, whether theſe aggrievedBrethren 
were ever heariy and fincere in their Propoſal of a Council; or ever really 


Intended to truſt their Cauſe with one ; ſince notwithſtanding all their 


ſeemingly paſſionate Deſires and Demands of a Council, yet at length, 
when they might have one, they refuſed. 75 
2, That there is great Ground to think, that the Aggrie ved, however 
ſtrongly and confidently they expreſs themſelves upon it, were yet jea- 
le us 


6 


lous of the Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs of their own Cauſe; ſince they 
if were not willing to leave it to the Judgment of others, upon reaſonable 
|' _ Terms, even themſelves to chuſe one half of their Judges. 


Nt of a Council, yet a Number of them cemply'd and joined in nomina- 
Fo ting Churches for that End; who can help ſuſpecting, that they had at 
17 Bottom this crafly View (which indeed has much more of the Serpent, 
1 than of the Dove in it) namely, That twelve of their Number agreeing 
* to a Council, it might be in the Power of their whole Body to put in for 
5 a Share of the Benefit, if the Council's Reſult ſhould be in their Favour 
4. and yet ſince their Body did not previouſly acknowledge the Council, they 
110 might be at full Liberty to rejett their Advice, if not to their liking. 

11 4. On a Review of their Conduct in earneſtly urging for a Council, 
ſo long as the Paſtor and Church ſeem'd backward, and then refuſing 


Hope and Dependance were very much upon the Paſtor and Church's 
EY. finally continuing averſe to ſuch a Hearing, ſo as at length to fall under 
135 Condemnation (as obſtinately refuſing or neglecting the Means of Light 
lj 0 and Peace) in the Proceſs by Way of Inquiry & Admonition, which the 


Aggriev'd had procured to be commenc'd againſt the Paſtor and Church, 


1. by the third Church of Ipſtoich J. —-And truly, Brethren, your Plot was 
* laid with Subtilty enough. For if the Paſtor and Church had not com- 
plied with the ſaid third Church's Perſwaſions to an Hearing, and the 
begun Proceſs in the Method of Inquiry and Admonition had gone on ; 


that our Crime, in refuſing the Means of Light and Peace, would have 
been the whole and ſole Subject of Inquiry and Cenſure lying before the 
Churches : ſo we only had been condemned, while your unrighteous 
Cauſe would have eſcaped a Hearing,and remain'd inDarkneſs. How- 
ever, a wiſe and juſt God ordered it otherwiſe. | 

But now we proceed to ober Tranſactions. Tho' the Paſtor & Church 


„ agree in nominating eight Churches for a Council, yet this was preſently 
16. 5 
| | (as you obſerve) ſuperſeded by thePropoſal of a more private Accommoaa- 
14 | lion of Matters, by Mr. Picker ing's removing from us. Concerning which, 
1 in Anſwer to your unfair Repreſentations and injurious Reflections, we 
T | would offer a few Things to your Conſideration.—— As, | 5 

EE 1. That 


3. Since, tho' the Body of theſe aggrieved Members refuſed the Offec 


20. when they became willing and forward, who can help ſuſpecting, as that 
ita the Aggtieved, from a Jealouſy of the Righteouſneſs and Goodnels of 
. their Cauſe, never really intended an indifferent Council ſhould hear the 
4 Merits, however deſirous they ſometimes ſeemed, ſo likewiſe that their 


it is highly probable, according to the Platform's Proviſion in the Caſe, 


en the one Hand, and twelve of you on the other, did in OFober 1745 


2 


- , 
* 
LAs: 
£ * * 


60 
1; That you do Mr. Pickering great Wrong, in ſuggeſting, that he 


ever“ ſaid, that no ſuch Promiſe [i. e. of his going away, or leaving 


us] ſubſiſted, and that he had ſaid nothing whereby they had Reaſon to 
think be intended it.“ This is an Imputation, that owes it's Original to 


_ a falſe Rumour, raiſed among your ſelves, 


2. Tho' Mr. Pickering conſented to ſuch aPropoſal, and as we believe, 
really intended to act accordingly, and ſome of us came into it alſo ; 
yet we now verily believe, that both he and we were in an Error in ſo 


doing. He being vexed and wearied by your troubleſomeCarriage from 


Year to Year, and ſeeing no Proſpect of better Treatment, we ſuppoſe, 


| haſtily came into a Thought, that he was not called of God to ſuffer from 


you any longer; and perhaps thought alſo, that the whole Church might 


agree in chuſing ſome other Miniſter, who might ſerve the Cauſe of his 


Maſter with greater Advantage than himſelf ; and ſome of us too eaſily 
yielded to the Thing for his Sake : but we now fully believe, he was 
miſtaken, and that he ought not to have given Way, and gratified the 
Luſts of Men ſo far, or ſet ſo dangerous an Example, for the embold'ning 


of other unreaſonable and contentious Men; but to have ftood his 
Ground, and abode in his Poſt, expecting Protection from his Almighty 


Maſter ; and we have Reaſon to think, that theſe were his ſecond and 
maturer Thoughts upon the Matter, 


3. Let us for once ſuppoſe Mr. Pickering's Promiſe of going away to 


be lawful, or that a bad Promiſe might lawfully be per formed: yet ſince 


you allow, it was a Promiſe made on certain Conditions, and you, as 
well as we, know, that theſeConditions were not performed, we think, your 


Mouths are ſtopped, and you have no Right to accuſe him as breaking 


his Promiſe, Did you, Brethren, make good any one of theConditions, 
which you enumerate ? | 


1. One Condition (according to you) was, bat the major Part ſhould 


conſent to his going; the true Meaning whereof is, that a written Form 


of Conſent to his going, drawn up by himſelf, ſhould be carry'd about 
to the male Members of theChurch, and if the Majority ſigned the Paper, 
then the Pariſh (as you ſay) were to be convened, and if they concur'd, 


Mr. Pickering ſhould thenceforth think himſelf at Liberty, and would 


accordingly leave them in March following. Well! that Paper was 
drawn, and committed to two Members of the Church, and by them car- 
ried from Member to Member, and by preſſing Solicitations uſed with 
them (contrary to Agreement) a bare Majority of the Church was gained; 
Some of Mr. Pickering's Friends or Adberenis (as you call 'em) ſignipg 
the Paper, only out of Love & Pity to him. But a Number of theſe ſign- 
ing Members ſoon ſeeing the ir Ertor, retraded; & now Shs 5 
| efufa 
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Refuſal to be numbred among the Conſenters to the Paſtor? s going, there 
then ceaſed to be a Majority of the Church on that Side. And to what 
Purpoſe ſhould the Pariſh have been called together, to give their Cox- 
currence, when there was nothing for them to concur? And thus the 
Paſtor was not at Liberty. This, Brethren, is another material Thing, 
which ought to have had a Place in your plain Narrative : And doubt- 
fs would have been mentioned there, if your Deſign had been to give 
the World a plain & impartial Account of the State of our Controverly. 
2. Another of the Terms, as you ſet it down, was, That we ſhould 
* buy bis Eftate.”” And did you (Brethren) « ever make ne leaſt Motion 
or Offer, of ſuch a Nature, to him? 
. You ſay, it was a Condition of his going, « 7 bat he and the Ag 
18 grieved ſhould forgive one another all perſonal Offences, and part on 
« ptaceable Terms.” This was in the Time of it, both by che Paſtor 
and ſtanding Part of the Church, conftru'd to imply, that the 
oy of the Apgrieved ſhould from that Time until March follow- 
g (the Time of our Paſtor's propoſed leaving us) a# and behave as 
tha Perſons, in every Reſpect, and particularly that they ſhould. 
attend upon the Paſtor's Adminiſtrations of the Word and Sacraments, 
during the Time of his Stay among us. Otherwiſe, what a Mock- Paci- 
cation, what aSham- Reconciliation to the Paſtor mult that appear, which 
was now pretended to be made !--- But, Brethren, did the Body of you 
perform this Condition? Did not fome of you leave our Paſtor's 
Preaching, almoſt immediately after the pretended Reconciliation, and 
long before there was the leaſt Ground given to ſuſpect, that he had al- 
tered his Deſign of going away? And did not / eve, of you (the moſt 
of whoſe Names ſtand at the End of your Plain Narrative) withdraw 
from the Communion of Chriſt's Table (November 10.) even within a 
Month after the abovemention'd Reconciliation ; and this without any 
previous Intimation to the Paſtor and Church, of any new Matter of 
Offence conceived ? What a firange Reconciliation was this ! Did the 
Paſtor & Church (think you) imagine, at the Time of the Reconciliation, 
that this would be your Behaviour, and this the Conſequence upon your 
Forgivenels of each other! We would gladly know, Brethren, why in 
your Relation of the Paſtor's promiſed Removing, and perfidious Breach 
of that his Promiſe, you did not think your ſelves bound in common 
Honeſty, to confeſs your own treacherous Carriage toward him. Surely 
theBuſineſs of aNarrator,in any Controverſy, is to give an impartial Ac- 
count of Facts and Events, with their important Circumſtances, on hoth 
Sides, without Favour or Regard to one or other Party in the Caſe. Your 
not having done thus, Brethren, — your affected Title of a Plain 
Narrative. 


And 
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And now, we would gladly diſmiſs chis Affair of the  Aechninodation, N 
but that we find you (Page 12.) making ſome Reflections upon it, which 
ought not to be paſſed over in Silence. By thisMeans (fay you) our 
« Hands were ty'd, being turn'd out of the Way of Relief by Council. 
„ which taken together with all we had met with before, we Ent 
* well conclude it impracticable ever to obtain any Relief in a Way of 
Order: he [the Paſtor] was fo artful and ſhifting ; we had endea- 
*: voured it by applying to our Paſtor -- to the Church- to him to join 
* in Council, and hy an Inquiry for three or four Years ; and uow ſaw 
* our ſelves as far from Deliverance as when we firſt began.“ Here's 
a Concluſion, drawn from Premiſes, that are moſt contrary, As faſt as 
your Hands were ty'd, *tis plain, you ſoon got them Jooſe again, to exe- 
cute your Pleaſure ! Indeed, have you not acted like Men whoſe Con/- 
ciences were under n Bonds of Reſtraint, any more than their Hands, 
while violating the Terms of the profeſs'd Reconciliation ? And your 
pretending to be fruſtrated, as to a Council, after repeated Applications 
to the Paſtor and the Church, and after an Inquiry for three or four Years 
is ſo barefaced a Wrong to the Truth, and Abuſe upon your Rea- 
ders (ſince you had Juſt before refuſed a Council, and this when offer- 
ed to you in Compliance with the Advice of the inquiring Church) that 
we wonder verily you were not aſhamed to mention kit. 

Soon after ſpeaking of the Church's /a/pending ſix of your Number 
for withdrawing from their Communion, Auguſt 2. 1745, ſometime be- 
fore the Accommodation, you ſay, ** Here let it be noted, that this 
% Suſpenſion was the firſt and only Vow, that the Church,even to theDate 
& thereof, paſſed upon our Affairs, and this had no Reſpect to the Me- 
ce rits of theControverſy.” To which we reply, That you the aggrieved 
Members had never preſented the Church with any Proofs or Evidences 
relating to the Merits of the Controverſy : and we hope, no Church 
will be ſo prepoſterous, as to give Judgment, by Vote, or otherwiſe, 
without proper Evidence firſt exhibited. 

You proceed in the next Place to propoſe and anſwer ſeveral Objeai- 
ons; which we ſhall now conſider. © And as to the fir/t Objection pro- 
poſed by you, viz. © That the Articles of Complaint were immaterial 
and triſting;“ Did you not deviſe this out of your ownHeart ? Surely, 
it is no Gbjection of our making: for we think them very material and 
weighty, at leaſt ſome of them; and therefore we are not concerned with 
your Anſwers, 

The fecond Objection mention'd by you, viz. © If they were of 
Weight, they were groundleſs;”” This we eſpouſe : and ourMeaning 
is, they — groundlels 1 in the Eye of the Church, as they were not 

ſupported 
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ſupported by Fvidences. The Church had noGround to go upon in judg- 
ing upon them, in as much as you never offered us any Proof reſpecting 


them. And the Council who had the hearing of them, with your Proofs, 


voted the moſt of them groundleſs. --- And it is immaterial and r fink, 
with a Witneſs, in you to ſay, 


1. ** That you did not ſubmit your Cauſe to the Council, and are ſorry 


* that you muſt flatly deny Mr. Pickering in that plain Fact.“ Indeed, 
Brethren, we wonder what Idea you have of ſubmitting a Cauſe 10 a 
Council! If you think Mr. Pickering meant, That you ſubmitted your 


ſelves to that Council, as your Expreſſion is, or ſo ſubmitted yourCauſe as 


to lay your ſelves under Obligations to be determined by their Fudgment, 
you doubtleſs miſtake him. Councils are ſeldom ſubmitted to in this 
Form. His Meaning undoubtedly was, that you ſubmitted to lay your 
Caſe before them, as Chriſtians, and give them an Opportunity to hear 
the Reaſons of your Conduct: So much you your ſelves in Effect confeſs. 


And what if you did not formally own the Council, as ſuch, nor ſubmit to 


be concluded by their Ad? Let if you gave them, i in any Capacity, the 
Hearing of your Cauſe (which you deny not) and if they under this 
Advantage to make a Judgment, did after mature Deliberation declare 


your Caule, as to the Main of it, to be bad, and the principal of your 


Complaints to be groundleſs ; this fully anſwers the End, with ſuch as 
inquire after Truth and Fuſtice, on which Side they chiefly lay. The 


Council had an Hearing of the Cauſe from both Parties, Face to Face, and 


gave their Opinion; and there is not at all the leſs of Height in their 


Concluſion, becauſe you from aJealouſy either of them or of the Juſtice 
of your Cauſe, did not chuſe them, or thro* Tenaciouſneſs of your own 


Sentiments, would not hear and regard them. 
You have ſomething further under this Head, which muſt be ſet in a 


fairer Light, than you have plac'd it, or the Truth will ſuffer. * But as 


„% they were a Council we had no Hand in calling, but were (as we un- 
90 derttooch only ſummoned in, to aſſiſt the Church in laying us under 
& Cenſure ; eſpecially as we were before this embodyed into a Church- 
« State and Covenant by our ſelves ; we had not the leaſt Thought of 
* returning, and conſequently of ſubmitting to that Council.. But, to 
this we ſay, if the Council, which at firſt conſiſted but of five Churches 
(thro? the Church's Error perhaps) were called only 10 aſſiſt the Church,in 
laying you under Cenſure ; yet did not thoſe fiveChurches adjourn to a fur- 
_ Day, and adviſe the Church in the mean Time to invite the Aggrieved 


to. join in calling in an equa! Number of Churches to unite with them, 


or in calling a new Council, if they ſaw fit? Accordingly, was not 


this Offer made them? And did 5 not refuſe it? And did not the 


uine Churches (for the Church themſelves, agreable | to their Advice, by 
adde 
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added four, upon the aggrieved Party's Refuſal) adviſe the Church, and 


offer the Aggrieved, that not only the Matter of the Suſpenſion, but the 
whole Controverſy, even in the Merits of it, ſhould be heard ; and yer 
the Apprieved (till refuſed? And what tho' you were before this Time 
embody d into aChurch- State &c? Yet ſurely you were not embody'd into 
a Church- State and Covenant, before the Church offered you a mutual 
Council in October foregoing. Pray, Brethren, what hindred your ac- 
cepting the OZober Offer, unleſs it were a Diffidence or Jealouly of the 
Goodneſs of your Cauſe? \_ 


Nor is it more to thePurpoſe, what you add, The Council did not con- 


e demn us in all ourArticles of Complaint, but judged we had hardUpſage, 


and juſt Reaſon to complain in ſeveral.””----What then! treſpecting the 
principal Articles their Judgment was againſt you. In particular, they de- 
clared your Complaints againſt the Paſtor's Doctrine altogether ground- 


leſs. That old Way of Preaching of his, ſo unſavoury to you, was ſavoury 


enough to them, as far as they had Opportunity to taſte it, by hearing his 
Sermons repeated, as theirReſult teſtifies, And they utterly diſapprov'd 
of your Withdraw from our Communion, and ſetting up a ſeparate Aſſem- 
bly for Worſhip, as unjuſtifiable, and reproachful to Religion. And 
here we take it much amiſs of you, Brethren, that not contented to load the 
Paſtor and Church with heavy Accuſations, you muſt alſo caſt ſome Re- 
proach on the Council, for their preſuming to lay the Blame where they 
juſtly thought it be long' d. Tho' it muſt he own'd (ſay you) upon the 
“ whole, they turn'd the Scale in Favour of the Party that call'd them 


in; but this being agreeable, as we think, to the general Cuſtom of 


„ Party-Countils, we were the leſs ſurpriz'd.” Perhaps, this is the firſt. 
Time, that the mannerly Epithet of Party has been given to a Council, 
called in by a Church of Chrift, in Compliance with our Platform, di- 
recting to it, as a Method of obtaining Light and Peace, and upon the 
Advice of a Siſter-Church, admoniſhing and convincing them of their 


Duty ſo to do. But if this was a Pariy- Council (to return a Queſtion of 


your own) Who was the Cauſe, and how could we belp it? The Church 
invited you the Aggrieved to join in calling the Council, and offer'd you 
the Liberty of chuſing half the Churches to be ſent to: but you took 
no Notice of out Invitation and Offer. --- There is full as little Trath as 


Honour, in your ſaying, that it's the general Cuſtom of Councils to turn 


the Scale in Favour of the Party that calls them in.F _ We 


1 — 


— 


* You have here a marginal Note, relating to the Subject, not to be omitted. 
«© That it is agreable to the general Cuſtom &c. to turn the Scale in Favour 
of the Party &c. we ſuppoſe none will diſpute : and why muſt it be 
| — «© thought 
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We have noApprehenſion orBelief of any ſuchCorruption & Diſhoneſly 


of Councils, in general, call'd from among our Churches; but truſt, on 


the contrary, that they ordinarily act a more honourable & conſcionable 


Part. Nor is the Honeſty only of the Council, but their Underſtand- 
ing or Senſe alſo the Subject of your Reproach. You ſpeak of“ ſome 
« miſtaken and contradictory Conciuſions in their Reſult,“ &c. which as 


you have not ſeen fit to ſpecify, or mention particularly, fo we ſhall take 


it for granted, that you did not really find any ſuch. 

3. You ſeem to imagine, you have greatly invalidated the Council's 
Reſult, by that ſhrewd Obſervation, ** As we underſtand, five Pagors 
© out of nine did not vote the Refult, and bree of them with ſome of 
©& the Delegates openly prozeſied againſt ſome main Parts of it.“ Doubt- 
leſs, Brethren, you ſuppoſe your ſelves intimately acquainted with the 
ſecret Tranſactions of the Council! But how you came by your Infor- 


mations, we liſt not to inquire : nor will we ſtand to conſider what Pro- 


priety there is in ſearching into the Opinion of a Council, any further than 
their Reſu/t publiſhes it. However, ſuppoſing five Paſtors out of nine did 
not vote the Council's Reſult, tell us plainly, do you place more Validity 
in the Vote of a Paſtor in Council, than in that of a Delegate? Put the 


Caſe, that five Paſtors out of nine had been againft you, and a vaſt Ma- 


Jority of the Delegates, with the other four Paſtors for you: would you 
then have done ſo much Honour to the Judgment of the five Paſtors, as 


thought ſtrange, that this ſhould be the generalCuſtom of ſuch ; ſince Par- 
< ties in a Controverſy generally chuſe ſuch Counſellers as they think are 
<< of their own Sentiments, that will frame their Reſult accordingly ?”. 
To which we anſwer ; It muſt be confeſs'd, that in the Council which you 
called to ordain Mr. Cleaveland, you have exhibited to the World a flagrant 
Inftance of the Truth of your ownObſervation. What were the Churches, and 
who the Paſtors, that you call'd in on that Occaſion; how far fetch'd, and how 
diſtant ſome of them from one another, &c? But how differing was the 
Conduct of the Paſtor and Church, in the Affair of calling the nine Churches, 
which they invited to come in Council? No picking and chuſing in the 
Caſe, none taken but from the Vicinity, none whoſe Paſtors had any Ways, 
as we know of, made themſelves ſuſpected or difliked by you the Aggrieved; 
Nay, on the contrary, ſome of them were ſuch whom you your ſelves had 
manifeſted a peculiar Eſteem of, and great Confidence in. Thus fair and 
impartial was our Choice. And we think it great Injuſtice done to us, as 
well as a high Indignity put on thoſe worthy Paſtors and Delegates, to re- 
preſent us, as ©© chuſing Counſellors, whom we took to be of our own Sen- 
timents,”” and them as << turning the Scale in Favour of theParty that called 
them.“ What is this but to tax the Council, as well as the Church, with a 
eximinalReſpeR of Perſons ? A moſt unworthy and odious Reflection 


you 
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an you now do? Well ! ſince the ſecret Hiſtory of the Council muſt be 
3 Jaid open, /e alſo have gained Information how the Matter before us really 
was. It's granted you for certain Truth, That ive Paſtors out of nin? 
did not vote the Council's Reſult, and three of theſe are entred as diſ- 
enting, at the End of ſaid Reſult : But as for the to others, what was 
the Reaſon they declin'd voting the Reſult ?--- As to one of them, 1t was 
* becauſe in his Opinion the Reſult bore too bard upon Mr. Pickering, or 
|: laid more Blame to the Paſtor, than he thought he deſerved ; and as to 
| the other, it was becauſe in ſome Articles, not the main, or of the great- 
-” eſt Importance, he thought it too favourable to Mr. Pickering; but at 
& the ſame time agreed with the Council in the Articles of the Paſtor's 
1 Doctrine and the aggrieved Brethren's Separation. This is the Truth, and 
5 whole Truth, as we are informed, relating to that Matter. 
F In the Remark, with which you diſmiſs the Council and their Reſult, 
: you make an Occaſion to reflect again on our Paſtor's Veracity. You ſay, It 
« ſeems Mr. Pickering foreſaw this, and therefore roundly tells the Pub- 
5 „ ];cþ, we ſubmitted our Cauſe to this Council, and therefore muſt be 
5 „ concluded by their Act.“ To this we anſwer, Mr. Pickering always 
* _ repreſents it in his Papers as aCouncil call'd by the Church, as a Council 
for Advice &c. And in the Paſſage, which you muſt have in your Eye 
here, his Words are, Who bad a Hearing of the Caſe, and to <whoſe 
"A ConsIDERATION ou, ſaid Brethren ſubmilted the Matters of their Grie- 
3 vance. This is all he ſo roundly tells the Publick : and is not every 
Word of it the very Truth, without the leaſt Fallacy or Equivocation ? 
| You proceed, by bringing on another Objection. 
The third Objection propoſed by you, is, Why did we not again 


never 


© move for a Council, when he refuſed to go away upon thePacification, 

1 & or proceed in the Third Way of Communion, as before intended?“ To 

. which (Brethren) we reply, That as to the Reaſon why you did not 

e move again for Council, we believe very few will aſk this, when they call 

to mind how you had been offered a Council, a little before, by the Paſtor 

e and Church, but the Body of you refuſed it, tho' juſt ſuch a Council as 

. you had profeſs'd to deſire. Moſt Men will now ſee, that a Council was 

5 what you had always more pretended, than intended, But we believe, 

q you would have moved for a Council again, if you had thought it would 

5 8 have been denied you.--- And we believe, as few will be found, who will 

5 LL aſk, * Why you did not proceed in the third Way of Communion, as be- ; 
4 3 fore intended?“ For ſince the third Way of Communion had, contrary | 
ed 4 to your Expectation, terminated in the ſecond, by perſwading the'Paftor | 
E 1 and Church to conſent to the calling a Council, and ſo brought you into 

4 3 Hazard of having the Merits of your Cauſe tried (which we believe you 


$5.56 


rever really defigned) we ſuppoſe few or none are at a Loſs why you 
were ſatisfied with that hird Way. And this gives us a Key to what you 


afterwards ſay under this Head, Page 15. On this Principle we think 


*© our Separtion would have been exculable, had we never moved in the 


* third Way of Communion at all; how much more ſo, ſince we pro- 
_<© ceeded in that Way as long as there was any Thing to be expected 


« from it. .That is, as long as you hoped and expected that the Paſtor 


-and Church would refuſe the Admonition andAdvice given them by any 


Church or Churches in that Way,and ſo expoſe themſelves toCondemna- 


tion, as obtinate in Scandal. For when you ſaw, that the Paſtor & Church 


would avoid this Cenſure, by applying the adviſed Method of Light and 
Peace, according to the Platform,then no more is to be expected from the 
third Way of Communion ; i.e. no more of what you deſired. It appears, 


you had no Deſire, that both Pariies ſhould be heard, and the Merits 


examined: Your whole Behaviour conſider'd in one View, makes this 


1ndubitable. . 1 
The laſt Objection propoſed by you, is, ---- We ſeparated without 
* Order, having no Rule for our Proceedings; and this will encourage 


<* others to do the like; and ſo our Churches are in Danger of being 
* broken up.” 5 5 

To which you Anſwer, 

1. And who was the Cauſe, & how could we help it?” We reply to 
this, as we have ſaid before, that your own Luſts had (we verily believe) 
more to do in the Matter, than you are aware: We pray God to diſco- 
ver them, and their Influence, more convincingly to you. And what 


Help can there be in ſuch a Caſe, but by obtaining help of God to with- 
ſtand and mortify your Luſts ? ; 


You further ſay, = 
Order is as beautiful in our Eyes, as in the Eyes of otherChriſti- 


ans, and we have taken as much Pains to ſupport it, &c.—- Brethren, 


We wiſh that we and others could ſee the Truth of this Account! Is 


your refuſing a regular Council; your ſetting up aChurch of cenſured Mem- 


bers; your receiving into your Communion Members of oer Churches, 


which have in a moſt diſorderly Manner ſeparated from them, as alſo 
Members who have obtained Letters of Diſmiſſion and Recommenda- 


tion, not to your Society, but to Churches walking orderly ; your bring- 
ing into the Pariſh, all kinds of Pretenders to Preaching and Exhorting, 


and yout encouraging them to go about diſturbing the Peace of the 


Neighbourhood by their private Intruſions, and their artful Methods to 


ſteal away the Hearts of injudiciousPeople from their Paſtors : Are be/e 
_ {we fay) any Evidences of your Regard to Order? You obſerve, 


. 
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2. We can truly ſay, tha: we diſlike Separations on trivial and ſlightly 
& Reaſons, as much as any Chriſtians.“ - But, Brethren, it ſeems fiom 
what has been offer'd, that none but your ſelves, or ſome that are nearly 
as much intereſted in your Controverſy as your ſelves, ſhall ever be al- 
| low'd by you to judge how weighty your Reaſons for Separation are.. 
In order to ſilence the Objection fu ly ye undertake to prove; 
3. That you have a Rule for your Proceeding. Net the Plaiform in- 
deed; this you honeſtly give up. * But (ſay you) we have Preſidents 
ee both in the Word of God, ,&Church-fliftory, to countenance the Thing.“ 
As to the Countenance you have from the Word of God, we think, we 
| ſhould pay all Deference to it, if we could fee it in the Texis you have 
named: But mult confeſs, for our Parts, we think you might eaſily have 
added Thouſands of Texts, as much to the Purpoſe, as thoſe. However, 
we leave the Reader to examine them at his Leiſure. As to Church- 
« Hiſtory (ſay you) we ſhall mention only the two great Examples,viz. 
© The reformed Churches ſeparating from the Romiſh Church, and the 
« Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed Church of England, the Lawfulneſs of 
„ which has been ſufficiently defended againſt all Oppoſers.” And is it 
poſſible, Brethren, that you ſhould think there is any Strength in this 
Argument, if it may be called one? Verily, out of your own Mouth you 
ſhall be condemned. You ſay, that the Lawfulneſs of thoſe Separations 
which you would juſtify your's by, has been ſufficiently defended againſt 
all Oppoſers. Now, when you ſhall be able ſufficiently to defend the Law- 
fulneſs of your Separation, againſt all Oppoſers, then, and not till then, 
will thoſe Examples avail you. Examples have no argumentative Force 
in them, until the Thing to be proved by them, is made out to be pa- 
rallel; which you have not yet, nor ever will, we believe, be able to do, 
reſpectng your Cauſe of Separation. | Fg, 
But to draw towards a cloſe : Permit us to give a ſummary Recapitu- 
lation of what we have replied to you. We of Cbebacco have (as we 
. verily believe) had among us for many Years a Man of God, a learned, 
orthodox, prudent, faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, tho* not without 
Failings, even as others; one, whom we heard teaching and preaching 
the great Truths of the Goſpel, with Pleaſure, and we hope, with Profit; 
and whoſe Memory will, we truſt, be ever dear to us, notwithſtanding. 
theReproaches that have been plentifully caſt upon him. Bur a ſtrange, 
unaccountable, and (to our Thought) groundleſs Alienation and Aver ion 
tothis our Paſtor's Doctrine, Adminiſtration, & Conduct, in Proceſs of Time, 
grew up among you, called the Aggrieved. His Converſation & Preach- 
ing became unſavoury to you, and you loaded his Character with odious 
Accuſations and Invectives. At length, you brought your Accuſations 
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before the Chureb, that they ſhould hear and decide in the Caſe. But the 
Church, partly becauſe they had other and better Apprehenſions of their 
Pastor, and had received from you no Evidence to ſupport your bad O- 
pinion of him, and partly becauſe they thought it not expedient in fo 
divided a State to give Judgment, deferred the Affair. You cried out, 
Then let a mutually and equally choſen Council hear and judge between 
us. Yet weown, This Offer of the alone likely Method of Light and 


£ 0 * 2 I 
= p * 2 
» — — 2 | 5 
e > & VS "2 x = - : 
j 8 — 2 * 
—— - _—_ - . 
2 < py -— Sa of 4 2 f 
» = 4 >> — — - — - 11 
1 
1 
. 
il 


Pp —— 

a A 

* 4. - 
3 


DS Hs 


— - * 
. — ale fab 3 
5 ; — 


we deſite to be humbled, However, afterwards the Church, better ad- 
viſed, ſaw it their Duty and Wiſdom to come into this Meaſure, and ac- 


intreating and waiting upon you for your Acceptance: but then your 
Note was changed, and your Body refuſed the Offer. Nevertheleſs, whether 
in Sincerity, or for a Pretence, God knows, a minor Part of you complied 
with the Motion. Then an unhappy and (reſpecting one of the Terms 


Controverſies ſhould be ended by Mr. Pickering's Departure from us. 
But this evilly compounded Peace was ſuperſeded, and brought to nothing, 
Principally by your Non; Compliance with the Terms of it. And here- 
upon you ſoon returned to your old Method of withdrawing from the 
Paſtor's Adminiſtrations. The Charch then thinking, that they ſhould 
become Partakers in your Sin, if they neglected Diſcipline towards ſuch 
Wanderers, called in a Council of five neighbouring Churches, to adviſe 


viſed the Church, to invite you Aggrieved into the Thing by giving you 
the Liberty of adding other Churches to thoſe already called ; and if 
you ſhould refuſe the Offer, then adviſed that we our ſelves ſhould make 


You refuſed the Offer; and ſo the Church added four more Churches to 
the Council: Which Council, when convened according toAdjournment, 
eaſily brought the Church to yield; that the whole Controverſy ſhould 
come before them; of which they apprized you, and intreated you to 
join with the Paſtor andChurch, in referring all theMatters of Difference 
to the Council. But you refuſed to own the Council, as ſuch : yet at 
length conſented, that the Members of it ſhould, as private Chriſtians, 
have an Hearing of your Cauſe. You had an Opportunity accordingly 


ticles of Complaint againſt thePaſtor,examined what you offered any Way 
to ſupport them; and tho' they in ſome Things thought the Paſtor's 
Conduct Blame- worthy, yet in the main Things they condemned you, as 
groundleſly diſſatisfied, and pronounced your Separation unwarrantable.--- 


4 
o 


Peace, the Church was ſo unwiſe as to neglect at that Time; for which 


cordingly made an Oer to you of a Council, ſuch as you before demanded, 


of it) unwarrantable Agreement was haſtily patched up, viz. That all 


them, reſpecting their Duty towards you. This Council met, and ad- 


this Addition of other Churches; and then adjourned to a further Day. 


of preſenting all your Papers to the Council ; and they heard all your Ar- 
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Can you deny this to be the trueState of the Caſe ?- As for our ſelves, 
Brethren, we are well fatisfy'd, that in our Account of Facts we have not 
committed any material Error ; beſure, with Deſign, none. And if any 
of our Collections from, or Conſtructions of theſe Facts, ſeem to carry 
Severity in them, we can only fay, that we have delivered our own real 
Sentiments; and ſuch as, we think, have Scripture and ſound Reaſon to 


{upport them. 


And now, let the judicious and impartial judge, if they pleaſe, where 
in Truth the Blame q rincipally lies, whether in us who have adhered to our 
Rev. Paſtor, knowing nothing of ſufficient Weight to make us diſlike 
and deſert his Adminiſtrations, or in % who forſook his Miniſtry, 


aſperſed his Character, and have endeavoured to fill all Ears and Places 


with Clamour againſt him, but till never brought any Proof of your 
Charges before the Church, and when at length you eſſayed to make 
Proof before a Council, your Evidence being found inſufficient, your Cauſe 


was condemn'd and the Paſtor came off with Honour. Let the ſame Judges 
give their Opinion allo, if they fee meet, whether they find any ſuch 


enormous Neglect on the Church's Side, reſpecting this Controverſy be- 
tween the Paſtor and you, as may be juſtly called a virtual Diſſolution of 
our holy Covenant, and make your extrajudicial Method ofRelief fo excu- 
ſable, as you ſeem to think it. Yea, let thoſe judicious and impartial 
Judges ſay how far thoſe Churches, that appear'd for your Relief in the 
Manner complain'd of, viz. by the Ordination of Mr. Cleaveland, anſ- 
wered the Chriſtian Character, in that extraordinary Action of Their's. 
We the rather put in this laſt Paſſage, becauſe we know not how ſoon 
we ſhall have Occaſion to call in the Advice of ſome of theſe judicious 
impartial Judges, in carrying on the Proceſs of Inquiry and Admonilion, 
which we have begun againſt one of the Churches, which bare a Part in 
that Ordination, ſo grievous and offenſive to our late Paſtor and to us. 

But, Brethren, let the Judgment of Men be what it will, for you, or 
for, 4s, we know that a Day is coming, when we muſt all appear before 


' the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, and then all theſe Things ſhall be opened, 


examined, and judged, by the infallible & righteousJudge of theWorld. 
There all the erroneous Things, done by you, and us, ſhall be made to 
appear in their true Light, juſt as they are. Then ſhall the Counſels of 
the Heart be made manifeſt, and all the ſecret Springs of our Love and 
Hatred, Complacence and Averſion, Union and Diſunion will be diſco- 
vered, The Lord prepare you and us for this eternal Judgment 

Our Hearts Defire and Prayer to God is, that we may all now be 
made bis willing People in the Day of his Power; and that the Lord 
JeſusChriſt may take to himſelf his great Power, & reign over all Nations: 


That 


6. 30-3 


That by plenteous Effuſions of the Sp1x1T from on high, his York of 
Grace may be widely & truly revived in the profeſſing World, & particu- 
Jarly in this Land: That we may ſee pure and undefiled Religion, the very 
Power of Godlineſs, confiſting in Faith towards our Lord JeſusChriſt,& Re- 
pentance towards God, with their genuine Fruits, univerſal Holineſs, Righ- | 
teouſneſs, Goodneſs, Charity, Humility, Patience, Peaceableneſs, &c. flowing 4 
asaRiver : Being confident,that the more theſe divine. & heavenly Princi- F 
ples take Place and abound, ſo much the leſs we ſhall ſee of that falſe and } 
haſe Spirit prevailing, which our late excellent Paftor, & this Flock of Chriſt, : 
together with ſome other Paſtors & Churches, have found very trouble- F 
ſome. Jam. 3. 17. But the Wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then 5 
peactable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated; full of Mercy, and good Fruits, 1 
witbout Partiality, and without Hypocriſy.— Brethren, This is all at # 
preſent, from | TE, * 
5 | Your &C. H 


X T a Meeting of the Second Church in Ipſwich, in ChebaccoMecting- 
A Houſe, on December 31. 1747. The LETTER to our ſeparated 
Brethren, Intitled, The pretended Prain NARRATIVE convicted of 
Fraud and Partiality, &c. was diſtinctly read, and approved of by the 
Church, as an Anſwer to the ſaid Narrative. And Meſſieurs Job Gid- 3 
dinge, Jacob Story, and Seth Story, or either two of them, were voted |» 
and choſen a Committee to get it printed. = 4 


Atteſt, 
Job Giddinge, 


Fa 9 85 CCert of the ſaid Church. 
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The RESULT of an Fccleſraſtical 
COUNCIL e. 


E the Paſtors and Delegates of nine Churches of our Lord 
Jesus CHRIST, viz. the firſt * and ſecond || Churches in 
Gloceſter, the firſt F and third t Churches in Ipſwich, the 
the two Churches in Beverly t, the Church in Wenham, . 


and the two Churches in Rowley FS, who having been called, by the ſe- 
cond Church of Chriſt in Ipſcich, to give them our judgment & Advice, 


under their great Difficulties, (a great Number of their Members having 
withdrawn from their Communion in ſpecial Ordinances, and forſaken 
the publick folemn Aſſemblies for Worſhip, in Conſequence of a Diſlike 
of the miniſterial Adminiſtrations, and other Conduct of the Paſtor, ex- 


preſſed in two Papers of Remonſtrance or Accuſation, by them exhibited 
to the Paſtor and Church) had our firſt Seſſion May the twentieth Anno 


Domini 1746, and according to Adjournment being met again June the 


10th the ſame Year ; after repeated Addreſſes to the only wife GOD for 


Aſſiſtance, and hearing and conſidering what the aggrieved Members 
had to offer in ſupport of their Accuſations, and the Paſtor's Defence, 
came to the following Reſult upon the Caſe. And, 
I. Whereas the aggrieved Members of the ſaid ſecond Church in , 
wich, in their firſt Remonſtrance to the Church againſt the Paſtor, ſigned 
by twenty ſix Perſons bearing Date March 12. 1743, 4. have in their 
(1) Firſt general Head of Accuſations, charged the Rev. Mr. Pickering 
with ve particular Defects, as the Ground of their Uneaſineſs under his 


publick Adminiſtration of the Word, viz. (as they expreſs themſelves) 


[ 1. Your not clearing up to us the Doctrines of Grace as you ought.--- 
2. Inſiſting upon ihe Letter of the Word, without opening to us ihe ſpiritual 


* The Rev. Mr. John White Paſtor.--- || Rev. Ar. Richard Jaques, Paſtor.--- 
+ Rev. Mr. Nathanael Rogers, Pa/tor.---5 Rev. Mr.SamuelWiggleſworth, 
Paſtor,--- +Rev. Meſſieurs John Chipman and Joſeph Champney, Paftors.--- 

| + Rev. Mr. John Warren, Paftor.--- Rev. Meffieurs Jedidiah Jewet, and 
James Chandler, Paſtors. 


underBanding 


* J 


underſtanding thereof.--- 3. Not rightly dividing the Word, giving to every 
one their Portion, and that in due Seaſon. ---- 4. Delivering God's Word 
with ſo muchColdneſs,unconcernedneſs and Indifferency.--- g. Not ſhewing due 
Concern for precious Souls, which are out of Chriſt, and under your walcke 
Fu! Care.] 


We ſay, ſaid Aggriev'd having thus accuſed the Paſtor,and forProof 


of the Juſtice of their Charge referred the Council to the Paſtor's Ser- 


mons, eſpecially thoſe preach'd within the Compaſs of three Years fore- 
going the Date of their Remonſtrance; and thisCouncil having accord- 


ingly heard a Number of ſaid Paſtor's Sermons, preach'd within that 


Time, as well as divers others, have not been able to diſcern any fuchDe- 
feFRs in ſaid Paſtor's Diſcourſes, which we have heard, as might give 
ſufficient Ground for the Above-Accuſations: but, on the contrary, were 
pleaſed, to hear no ſmall Number of the Dorines of Grace handled, to 


our Apprehenſion, in a judicious Manner, profitably for the uſe of eaifying 
Souls, in whom there is the Love of the Truth, 


Reſpecting the Aggrieved's Charge againſt their Paſtor of [ inſiſting 
upon the Letter of the Word, without opening the ſpiritual underſtanding 


thereof] we are much at a Loſs about their Meaning. If by the Letter 
of the Word, and ſpiritual underflanding of it, they 1 the double 


dofrinal Senſe, of many ſcriptural Paſſages, literal and myFical, as we 
ſometimes call them; we acknowledge the Propriety of the Diſtinction: 


But then, whereas in their After-Diſputes with their Paſtor upon this 
Head, which we have read in ſome ſubſequent Papers, they declare, that 


an unenlighined Man is utterly incapable of ſeeing or conveying to others, 
this myſtical Senſe of the Scripture, and that an enlightned Soul certainly 


ſees a Senſe or Meaning of the Scripture, which he could not ſee and was 


not capable of conveying before; we judge this Opinion of their's (i. e. 
if underſtood as relating to the Scripturein a dofrinal Senſe) to be erro- 
neous and of dangerous Tendency : As we find it determined by the 
aſſociated Miniſters of the County of Vindbam, in their Letter to the 

People of the ſeveral Societies in that County, with whoſe Judgment in 
warden we chearfully harmonize, But if the Aggrieved by the Letter 

and ſpiritual underſtanding of them ord, mean to ſet the dofrinal & experi- 


mental Knowledge of ſcriptural Truths in Oppoſition to one another, and 


hereby intend to charge their Paſtor as deſtitute of this cordial and ex- 
perimental Knowledge, and as incapable of preaching the Truths, as one 
that ſaw them in the Beauty and Excellency of them, and as one that 


had felt the Operation of them on his own Soul; then we mult declare, 


that there is 20 Ground for ſuch a Charge appeart to us from his Vermons, 
or otherwiſe. 


Nor 
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Nor doth it appear to vs from hisSermons,that he hath #o# divided the 
Word rightly, or been cold unconcerned and indifferent in delivering it, 


or failed in his Concernment for precious Souls. 


(2.) Whereas the aggrieved Brethren have under a ſecondGeneralHead 
of Charges brought / particular Things againſt their Paſtor, as farther 
Grounds of their Uneaſineſs, viz. [1. Your neglefF in making ſuch pri- 
vate paſtoral Viſits to your Flock under your Care, as you ought.--- 2. Your 
not examining into the Experiences of thoſe that have offered themſelves to 


Join with theChurch in full Communion, as you ought.--- 3. Your not encou- 


raging private Societies for God's Worſhip, but the contrary.--- 4. Your 
not treating thoſe that came to you underSoul-Concern,as you ought.--5 Your 


not rejoycing with thoſe that did rejoyce under the Light of God's Counte- 
mance ---6, Your not being inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, 7n be 
Work of God, and that when God's holy Spirit hath ſo wonderfully been 


| poured out upon Perſons in many Places, and in your's in particular, you did 


not cloſe with it's Operations, and ſo be infirumentally a Promoter of God's 


Mort upon the Hearts of his People under your Care; but contrariwiſe ſo 
 greated the Work of. God and the Subjects thereof, ſtyling it Enthuſiaſm 


and Imagination, as if it might proceed from a diſtempered Brain or Conceit 
in the Mind.] | 
| ReſpeCting the irſt of theſe particular Charges, viz. That of paſtoral 


Viſits neglected, this Council cannot judge, by what was laid before them 


in Way of Support, that the Aggrieved have juſt Ground of Uneaſineſs. 
Reſpecting the /econd Particular, viz. the Paſtor's not examining into the 


Experiences &c. We fear that Mr. Pickering in ſome Inſtances has been 


negligent in his Duty of examining Perſons in order to their Admiſſion 
to the Lord's Table. 


Reſpecting the :bird Particular, viz. his not encouraging privaleSucieties 


&c. By what has been laid before the Council, we find not a ſufficient 


Ground of Uneaſineſs to the Aggrieved. 


The fourth and ff/b Particulars under this ſecond General Head of 
Charges, were in the Hearing referred to the ſixth and laſt Particular, as 


being comprehended therein. 


Reſpecting the /i Particular, viz. That wherein the Paſtor is ac- 
cuſed, as miſbebaving towards the Work of God in the Place, and evilly 
treating it and the Subjefts of it; We judge, that the Reverend Mr. 
Pickering has been wanting in his miniſterial Duty, in the late Times, in 


his not early and thoro'ly examining into the Nature of the religious Ap- 


Pearances among his Flock; whereby he might have been better enabled 


to aiftinguiſh between Things holy and profane; and that he has too much 


neglected 
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fire, and as our Memorits ſerved us, yet you immediately penn d them down 


THT 
neglected the inſtructing and guiding the Subjects of thoſe Operations, inſo- 


much that we fear, he is in ſome Meaſure chargeable with the Irregula- 
rities, which have happened among them. 


* 


(3.) Whereas the Aggrieved of the ſecond Church in Ipſwich, under 


a third general Head of Charges, have accuſed the Paſtor of hree parti- 
cular offenſive Things, relating more eſpecially to the Circumſtances of 


his outward Life Sc. viz, [I. We think, you are ſo much entangled with 


the Affairs of this Life, that yon have not managed the ſpiritual Warfare, 
againſt the grand Enemy of our Souls, as you ought. 2 Tim 2.4.--- 2. Nei- 
ther have you been apt to teach, 1 Tim. 3. 2. laſt Clauſe; but the reverſe, 
having your Converſation ſo much concerned about this World, and that 
upon many needleſiOccaſions,that you have neglected your ſpiritual Watch to- 
wards us, and others under your Care.--- 3. Hence we rationally infer, that 
you have been loo much inclined to filthy Lucre.] 5 3 

The firſt and ſecond Particulars under this third Head of Charges being 


near of Kin, were heard as one, and from what was laid before us in the 
Hearing, we judge, that the Aggriev'd had not ſufficient Ground of 


Uneaſineſs, on Account of the Matters of Accuſation contained in theſe 


Particulars.--- The third and laſt particular Accuſation, under this third 


General Head of Charges, was in the publick Hearing by conſent of the 


Aggrieved referred to be conſidered under the eighth and laſt Particular 
of the ſecond Remonſtrance. 


H. Whereas the Aggriev'd preſented to the Council a ſecond Remon- 
france, ſigned by four Hands, offered to the Church April 27. 1744, 


containing new Matters of Offence with the Paſtor, viz. [ 1. For that in a 
Sermon you preached in March laſt, you aſſerted, as we underſtood you, that 
none knew the Actings of Faith, but God alone, or Expreſſions to that 


Purpoſe , which wwe think to be contrary to the Scripture Account of Faith, 
and to the known Experiences of Believers, as 1 Theſſ. 1. 1,5,6.--- 2 Cor. 


3. 18,--- 1 Joh. 4. 16,--- 1 Pet. 1. 8.--- 2. That being meekly deſired 


after Sermon by ſome of us, to clear and explain your meaning in ſaidAſſer= 
tion, or ſhew if we had miſapprehended you, you refuſed 0 do either : and 
for perſiſting in your Refuſal the next Day, when we with others attended 
you at your Houſe for that Purpoſe ; you alſo then refuſing to converſe with 


us thereon, otherwiſe than by Writing. 3. For your unkind and unfair 


Treaimeut of us then at your Houſe, in aſking us Queſtions of an enſnaring 
Tendency, namely, about what you ſaid the Day before, relating to your 
Joſing a Pariſh, which altho' by us anſwered in Converſation at your De- 


as 


9 


as Aſſertims poſitive and falſe, and in that Dreſs of your's, you laid them 
before the Grand-Jurors, and preſſed our Preſentment thereon, as we un- 


derftood.--- 4. For reſenting our deſiring Explanation aforeſaid, as an 


Offence, and for carrying your Reſeniments io ſuch an unſeemly Degree 
as you did.--- 5. For the unſcriptural and unchriſtian Method you ook 
with us on Account thereof, in proſecuting us with ſuch Heat and Vehe- 
mence in the Law, as criminal Breakers of the Peace; whereas if it were 
an Offence, it ought io have been heard and judged of by the Church 10 
which we belong d.--- 6. For charging Three of us, viz, Thomas, James, 
Francis, with telling an abſolute and pernicious Falſhood ; and for 
ſpreading the ſame, by an open Writing ſent out under your Hand, dated 
March the 12. 1743, 4. 10 the Prejudice of our moral Character, and as 
we conceive to the Injury of the Truth.--= 7. For the unprecedented and 
unjuſtifiable Methods you take 10 intimidate uc, in our Complaints againſt 
you, and io fence up and ſecure your ſelf under any Conduct, from ſo much 
as it's being mentioned: This appears by your Treatment of us in ibe Law; 
as alſo and eſpecially by your aforeſaid Paper, or Writing, wherein you 
demand of us ſufficient Security, to refund all Damages, that may in any 
wiſe ariſe i you, in Conſequence of our Conduct. 8, By the Methods you 


tate in Letting your Paper-Bills, and the Advance you take for the Uſe of 
them; as by a late Inſtance we have had among us, which we think to be 


Extortion. ] | 
In Relation to theſe Articles,“ FR 

The firſ# of them, viz. That which reſpected what Mr. Pickering 
faid concerning ihe Afings of Faith, upon what ſaid Mr. Pickering ſaid 
by way of Explication at the publick Hearing, it was given up by the 
Aggrieved. 5 EY 
Reſpectiug the Matter of Accuſation contained in the ſecond of thoſe 


Articles, we judge, the aggrieved Brethren have not ſufficient Ground of 


Uneaſineſs with the Paſtor, 
Reſpecting the third and fifth Articles, We judge, that the Apgrieved 
had juſt Cauſe of Offence at Mr, Pickering, on the Account of his In- 
formations againſt them to the Grand- Jury, and preſſing their Pre- 
ſentment thereon, and proſecuting them as Breakers of the Peace: We 
judge alſo, that Mr. Pickering has offered the Aggrieved ſuchSatisfaFion 
for his Offence, in proſecuting them in the Law, that we apprehend 


they ought as Chriſtians to forgive him. 


The feurib Article was paſſed over, as implied in others. 
We paſs over the ,n of theſe Articles, as not having ſufficient Light 


to act concerning it. 


E 2 „ We 
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We judge, that the Matter of the ſeventh Article is couched in what 
hath been determined upon the 3d and 57h Articles, 


Reſpecting what ſtands charged on Mr. Pickering in the 82h of theſe 


Articles, we judge by what appeared to us, the Aggrieved have no juſt 
Cauſe of Offence, 

After the Papers of Remonſtrance had been paſſedupon, we took un- 
der Conſideration ſome Papers containing ſeveral Applications the Ag- 
grieved made to their Paſtor for a Church-Meeting, &c. And judge, that 
the Aggrieved have had hard Treatment from him, in his delaying or 


_ refuſing to call a Chyurch-Meeting,'or to join in calling a Council in Times 
paſt, upon their repeated Applications to him for that Purpoſe. 


This being our Judgment reſpecting the Accuſations brought againſt 
the Paſtor of this ſecond Church in Ipſwich, and theſe Matters of Offence 


being affirm'd and declar'd to be the Grounds of the AggrievedBrethren's 
Dilſatisfaction with him, and Miibdraument from his Paſtoral Admini- 


ſtrations; it is but in Conſequence of our ſaid Judgment, that we now 
dec lare, Ve can by no Means approve of ſaid aggrieved Members Witb- 
drawment from the Communion of the Church, 


to which they belong, 
and from the publick Miniſtration of the Word by the Paſtor : Yea, 
we look upon this their Conduct as very unjuſtifiable, and reproachful to 
Religion, and more eſpecially ſince they have alſo, contrary to the known 
Order of theſe Churches, ſet up a ſeparate 4ſſembly for ſolemn Worſhip, 
and invited and encouraged Perſons of doubtful CharaZer, and coming 
to them in a diſorderly Manner, to Teach them from Time to Time:; 


which last Thing in particular may be of moſt pernicious Influence, to 


introduce among themſelves, and Neighbours, dangerous Corruptions in 
Dofrine, as well as ſet an evil Example. And in the Bowels of Jeſus 
Chriſt we intreat ſuch /eparating Members, ſeriouſly and in the Fear of 
God, to conſider what we have now Written for their Inſtruction and 
Admonition ; that they would carefully look over the Steps of their 
paſt Conduct, and the miſtaken Apprehenſion of Things that has miſ- 
led them, and relurn again to their Duty, as they expect a Bleſſing. 


Pal. 133. 


Furthermore, altho' the ſaid. withdrawing ſeparating Members may, 
by their unjuſtifiable Conduct, be well thought to have expoſed them- 
ſelves to the Cenſures of the Church, and the Church may be ready to 
ſuppoſe it their Duty to enter into ſuch a diſciplinary Method with them 
as Offenders ; yet conſidering the Miſtakes and Temptations they may 
have been under, we rather adviſe that at preſent great Tenderneſs, 
and even Lorg- ſuffering be extended towards them, that if poſſible they 

may 


ths 


may be «or: thereby, or at leaſt rendred inexcuſable, if Extremities mA 
at length be gone into. | He 
And in as much as we have herein declared our Judgment, that the 
Paſtor (tho' not guilty, in general, according to the Tenor of the 
Charges brought againſt him by his aggrieved Brethren ) hath yet neg- 
lected his Duty, we in cordial Love to him adviſe him to aſk Pardon of 
his great Maſter, for any ſuch falſe Steps of his, whereby his Brethren 
may have been made to ſtumble : Alſo that he be ready, with Humili- 
ty to acknowledge them, on proper Occaſions; and that he uſe all w/e, 
endearing, and condeſcending Methods, which God in his Providence may 


at any Time give himOpportunity of taking, to gain his offended Brethren; 
and that he ceaſe not 10 make mention of them in his Prayers. 


Finally Brethren, we recommend to you all that Text of Scripture, 


James 5. 16. Confeſs your Faults ane to another, and pray one for another. 
that you may be healed. © b 


In the Name of the Council, 
John White, Moderator. 
vainly arrogating to our ſelves any ſuperior Degrees of Wiſdom and 


Fidelity, to our Fathers and Brethren, and ſincerely profeſſing our 
Deſire to have concurred with them in a Reſult of our Debates, do yet apprehend 


W the Subſcribers, Members of the Council above-mentioned, without 


our ſelves obliged in Conſcience, and Duty to Chriſt, our great Lord, to teſtify 


our Diſſent from the aboveſaid Reſult, ſo far as is hereafter expreſs'd; viz. We 
think, as to the Letters of Remonſtrance, offered by theAgerieved to the Paſtor, 
that tho? as to /ome Things therein we have not ſufficient Light to ſay, the Paſtor 

gave Offence thereby, Yet that as to many main Articles of Charge exhibited, 


the Aggrieved had real Grounds of Grievance with their Paſtor ; and that it appears 


to us, theſe Grounds of Grievance do ſtill remain. As particularly on Account of 
what is contained under the ſecond Head of Charges in the firſt Remonſtrance; 
wherein is included what is contained in the ſecond Article under the third general 
Head. As alſo on Account of the Rev. Mr. Pickering's perſiſting in his Refuſal 


Kc. as exhibited in the latterPart of the ſecond Article of the ſecond Remon/trance.-- 


As to what is contained in 'the firſt and third Articles of Charge under the 
firſt general Head of Charges, exhibited in the fir} Remonſirance, it did 
not appear to us, that Mr, Bickering tully vindicated himſelf therefrem.-- And 


upon 
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5 Br the whole, we cannot concur with the Council, that the Vithdraw of the 
5 a ggriev'd is unjuſtifiable and reproachful 10 Religion; neither that they have expoſed 
1 themſelves to the Cenſure of the Church thereby, (tho” we cannot juſtiſy their with - 
5 draw, in all the Circumſtances of it.) But that it highly concerns the Paſtor and 
. I the Church to remove the Stumbling Blacks out of the Way of the ſaid Withdrawing 
il Brethren, by that Confeſſion and Reformation, which is their Duty reſpectively, 
vl and by this Means to draw them into a Re-union with themſelves ; which we 
1 think the aggrieved Brethren ſhould greatly deſire, and carefully endeavour, by 
it 4 acknowledging and putting away what has been unchri/tien-like in their Spirit and 
5 Behaviour, either towards Paſtor or Church. „ 

0 Nathanael Ropers, 

5 EEE Fedidiab Fewet, 

. 8 Dames Chandler, 
17 I ſaac Appleton, 


Pi.iilliam Searl. 
S 


above, excepting what is ſaid about Mr. Pickering's vindicating himſelf, from 


not being preſent the ſecond Time of his reading his Sermons to the Council. 


A true Copy examined and atteſted, by 


Fedidiah Feet, 


- One of the Scribes of ſaid Council, 


Samuel Williams, To the 
the Charge exhibited againſt his Adminiſtration of the Word ſaid William 
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